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THE early centuries of the history of Rome are closely bound up. with
the history of the rest of Italy. We must therefore briefly touch upon the
development of the whole country.
About the middle of the second millennium B.C. certain Italic trihes made
their way from the north into the Apennine peninsula, which up to that
time had been inhabited first by an Iberian and then by a Ligurian race.
The settlement of the Balkan Peninsula was due, to a great extent, to
successive immigrations of kindred tribes, who in most cases found a popu-
lation of their own race in possession. In Italy it was not so. In the east
we find the Messapians, a tribe akin to the Illyrians, settled for the most
Cin Apulia and Calabria. Tuscany and the valley of the Po received
the valleys of the Alps a population of Etruscans, a race whose origin
and affinities are an enigma to students to this day. Their language is cer-
tainly not Indo-Germanic, their earliest settlements were the pile-dwellings
of the Po valley, their later abode the natural fortresses of the Tuscan
mountain peaks. Hence they cannot have come into the country by way of
the sea. Nevertheless in Egyptian monuments of the thirteenth century
B.C. we find mention of the auxiliary troops of tbe " Turisha." They
appear early to have won a certain reputation as pirates and soldiers in
foreign service. Again, the Greeks believed that tbe Etruscans were akin
to the Tyrrhenians of Asia Minor, and inscriptions in a language resem-
bling Etruscan have been found in Lemnos, which seem to confirm this
view. Whatever their origin, they represent a very ancient civilisation on
Italian soil, and the Indo-Germanic tribes of Italy have been strongly in-
fluenced by them.
After the Etruscan immigration two other great tribes, this time of
Aryan descent, pressed southward from the valley of the Po. Of these the
first to come were probably the Siculi, a tribe which subsequently spread
over Sicily and all the southwestern part of the mainland. The Ausonians
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